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State Depuyy 6Message:
Brother Knights, we have but one month left in this fraternal year. It has been a
busy but productive year for the Montana Knights. At the State level we have
instituted a business plan for the state council, work on strengthening our degree
exemplifications, established procedures for conducting state meetings and the state
conventionand increased our participation in charitable giving. Many councils
have done a very good job in promoting Montana Special Olympics through the
sale of Special Olympic raffle tickets , Tootsie Roll Drives, and completing
Supremeds f or mh®Specal Qlympids.nAs a result we hawva sbld
more than $40,000.00 of raffle tickets and received from Supreme $4500.00
because we had many councils who completed the Partnership with Special
Olympics form that Supreme requires. Also we have substaritialigased the
amount of funds and volunteer hours in support of family, church, community, and
youth. These are strong indications of the value of the Knights of Columbus to our
parishes, communities, and the state.
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year. There is still time to do this. Membership in our Order is essential if we are
to continue to be the strong right arm of therch in Montana.

Councils that continue to not pay attention to membership will find that they
eventually are not longer a viable organization. We are down by 73 members from
last year. This is largely due to suspensions of members who are notdotiger

and have not paid dues for some time. As councils know, | as State Deputy
approved all suspensions if they were properly submitted and in fact encouraged a
number of councils clean up their membership rolls. | believe that councils are now
in a psition to improve their membership and enhance their work as strong
organizations. Recruiting new members and retaining existing members must be
our priority for the coming fraternal year. State officers and district deputies are
more than willing to hg councils recruit new members and retain existing
members.

There will be some changes in district deputies. Pete Pfau, District Deputy for
District 2; Terry Cody, District Deputy for District 9; Dave Scott, District Deputy

for District 6; and John Kel| District Deputy for District 13 are retiring. We all

owe them a great thank you for jobs well done. Norm Carr will replace Pete Pfau
for District 2. Steve Geiger will replace Dave Scott for District 6. Scott Kinzie will
replace Terry Cody for Distt 9. Dean Hermes will replace John Kelly for District

13. As State Deputy | am impressed with these four new district deputies. They are
enthusiastic and will do a great job. Please welcome them. The only change in



state offi cer ssposs Arthony M&8isaa froen Covdacil M83rwdl serve as
State Warden for the 20adD fraternal year. We congratulate Anthony Malisani for being
elected as State Warden. Also, we thank our retiring State Warden, Bob Howard of Council
6130, for a job weldone.

The State Convention in Hamilton on April-18, 2009 went very well according to the many
reports that | and other officers received. We owe a debt of gratitude to the Convention
Chairman, Rick Floch of Council 6130. He did a magnificentjothiairing the planning

committee and in addressing the needs of convention delegates. We thank the Knights and their
ladies from Council 6130 in Hamilton and 13093 in Stevensuville in helping to plan and conduct
the convention. It was a real team effoliso, specialthanks go to Linda Niezgodzke who

chaired the ladies committee that planned the events for the ladies during the convention. The
convention next year will be in Great Falls, Montana.

State Officers, District Deputies, and State Chairsméet in East Helena on July-12" for

the summer meeting. Also, at the beginning of the summer meeting there will be a meeting of
the Montana Knights of Columbus Charities Inc Board. Shortly I will be sending out
information about the summer meettaghose who are to attend.

| want to close by thanking the council members, state officers, district deputies, and state
chairs/directors for promoting Columbianism in our Montana communities. We have
accomplished a lot this fraternal year but haveymaare challenges and opportunities this
coming fraternal year. | wiskveryone an enjoyable summeRBill Burke

Chapl ainbds Message

. Just after our great State Convention, | traveled south to take care of some Air Force Reserve
commitments. | firstraveled to Warren Robbins AFB in Georgia for a Reserve Chaplains
Conference. The following two weeks | spent at Maxwell AFB in Montgomery Alabama to
attend the Intermediate Chaplain Course.

One of the topics thaterediscussed at the chaplain schoalsvspiritual leadership. As Knights

of Columbus, spiritual leadership should be a focal point in our lives. As fathers and husbands,
we often think about our leadership within the family. Many of us are our family bread winners.
Those who are fathers haweny times been called upon to instill discipline in their children.

Yet, these are more of the signs of material leadership.

As spiritual leaders in our families and our communities, we need to be leading by example.
People need to be able to look atnsl see the presence of holiness. This holiness needs to be a
genuine holiness, not a show for people to see. We start developing this holiness by developing
our own prayer life. | remember my godfather and his attempt to grow in holiness. As his
breathingproblems got worse in life, and he was unable to get around like he once did, he spent
hours praying the rosary at the kitchen talye did this out of faith and was truly and

inspiration to those around. This was a sign of a spiritual leader.



While weare working on our own spiritual life, what are some ways we can show our
leadership?First, we can take an active role in our parishes as leaders of pray@nnany of

our parishes pray the rosary before Mass? Could you help lead your parish rayér® plow

many of us could be identified as men of prayer by those who see us on the street? There are
Catholic car magnets andshirts available to present the Catholic fai@ne can find wonderful
items using GoogleDo we dress modestly? Do peoplalking into our homes immediately
realize that our home is a Catholic home?

Little things like these help remind us of our role as spiritual leaders. With these reminders in our
lives, we can truly transform ourselves into spiritual lesder

Until nexttime, God Bless!Father Leo McDowell

St ate SeMessagearyos

Well, another year is drawing to an end. 2Z0®9 was a very productive year. As far as

reporting from councils, the response was very good. There was 96% of the Election of Officers
andProgram Directors, 98% Per Capaiadbetween 65/0% for all the other reports. The

fiGreen Sheetsvere only about 65%. The next importagport isfor the Columbian Award.

May and June are the months that the Election of Officers aresoghteaseggtour of f i c e
forms filled out and sent in so we can once again put our directory together.

Financial Secretaries, if you have had a hard time suspending members, please get hold of your
District Deputy Hehas the correduspensioproceduresnd theGrand Knightshouldget the

dead wood cleaned out. | thank all the councils for their efforts in making this year successful
Keep up the good workRod McElwee

State Council/Round Table Chairmard Message

June ishereandso isthe deadline foRoundtableForm 2630Annual Report of Knights of
Columbus Round Table. This repaortistbesigned by thgastor of thdRoundtable parish. The
form is on page 25 of the Council Report Forms Booklet. If you need copies | can send them.
Theform canalsobe submitted otine. So, once agajm askthe District Deputiesto remind the
councils and ask state officers belonging to a council

supporting &Roundtable to do the same. Let's get them in as soon as possible.

Also, electionof officersshould be completed soon and | needrRtven 185 and th&orm 365
Service PrograrRersonnel ReporiThankyoufor all your help and God Blesg Bob Murphy,
PSD

SpecialOlympics Chairman:

Letds lgaeecal by | et 6s hthevbend. aThedknights ofiColumbus Str
have done it again. The Knights of Columbus are second only to Town Pump in selling Special
Olympics Chevrolet pickup trikaraffle tickets. 7,919 raffle tickets were sold by the Knights.



The Special Olympics were wondidrat MSU with 2,000 athletes participating. Tﬁ'él?,!egree
Honor Guard was made up of 22 individuals from Bozeman, East Helena, Helena, Great Falls
Billings and Hamilton. They came from all over Montana to participate in the Honor Guard.
This points ot that the Special Olympics is a statewide project. Congratulations to the Knights
of Columbus fopr selling more tickets than have ever been sold bafvi@regr

District Deputies Report

Councils 844 and 10576 are looking forward to hosting the Statacil summer meeting in

East Helena, July 102. The Councils are busy working on the details. Council 10576 initiated
three new members during their May meeting and Council 844 has a first degree planned for
their June business meeting. CouncB @6still planning a 1, 2'° and F° Degree

Exemplification for later in the summer or early fall. More details will be coming on this degree
work.

Councils 844 and 10576 have clergy dinners plaimddne: Allen Cormany, Dist.12

Family Chairman6Message

Our council just finished reviewing scholarship applications in order to pick 4 recipients from the
three communities we serve. It has become a difficult job to differentiate between qualified
seniors even though we are able to review transchgttsrs of recommendation and essays. We

do have the luxurgf knowing the families of the students which may be why it is tough to make
decisionsaboutwh o get s t he f un Ourscigolashipd arenchongh tb dhvedpsvithd t .
the cost of books butot enoughto be critical funding on which their higher education hinges.

Il td6s hard t o excl Watake iatmcpnsidefation theeneeal pfphe stuclentreven

t hough we dondét request any proof of financi

A council scholarship pragm falls under Youth Activities and is one of many important parts

of that service. It is in reviewing those applications that brings to mind the impact of family life

on the experience, opportunity and ability of the students. Self confidence conilysfroos

home. Students who attend elementary through high schvitblout the support of both
parents,othosewh o dondét get t heneddddcauseanrkldemandsemtiei o n
parents, familiesthatd on 6t have t he meodhapuaredisaslvamtagediviieer ¢ o |
compared to those that do enfaynily support They shine a little brighter when we review
their request for scholarship consaideration.
disadvantagento an advantage.

What @out the many more students whose scholaighicationsve neverse® These
studentd oné6t f eel they have the grades to quald.@
education A greater percentage of thomeedisadvantage What can we do?

A numbe of good youth programs in communities are available, or can be started, to mentor all
students especially those that neédxtra support. Because this is written from a Family

Activity perspective, what else can a council do to help in that area?

Geting families to pull together on a fun activity or a work project can help focus on a common
goal. Mom and Dad and single parents working alongside their children can give them the time



to talk and share that they otherwise might not be taking advaritadared experiences of a

task or activity out of the ordinary can lead to reminiscing about it later or bring up other shared
experiences. Putting kids and pareotgether even for a few houtendthe opportunity to

interact on something other thtre ordinary day to daputine A little guided conversation by
others in the groupbouthow school is going, what activities they are involved in, what brothers
and sisters are up to, can give parents a chance to hear their kids opinion from amutloér p

View. Webve seen where parents are surprise
others or the responsibility theydve shown i
otherwise.

We know itbs difficult ttwnaaakleethe catalysg ¢élow mpact
many opportunities can we create to encourage good family life? It takes a little effort,

sometimes a lot more, to be effective in our service activities. And there are outstanding people
in our councils and communiti¢isat can help Pull them togetheandenlist their ideas and host

good family activities. Discuss the possibilities with others in your council.  Put the families
together and see what happenrStdveZatmamh | i ke t o

Wheelchair Foundation Chairman:

Council 1021 current Grand Knight, our Brother and friend, Michael Haugen, was recently
diagnosed with brain cancer after a sudden unexpected seiasts. revealed a malignant brain
tumor that was surgically removed aslias other cancerous brain tissigrother Haugen has
been undergoing radical chemotherapy and radiation treatraedtas been unable to work
Themedical bills have been mountingt this great time of need, the best we can do is to pray
for Brothe Haugen's recovery and for his wife Tinalynne.

Something else we can do is participate in a fundraising dinner and auction to raise money to
help offset Brother Haugen's medical expeng&s.Saturday, June 13 at the Rita Mudd Activity
Center in Missow, we will have a social gathering and silent auction at 4:00 p.m. with a
barbecued pork and chicken dinner at 7 p.m. and a live auction.

Please help us help Brother Haugen by attending this eVaetpublic is encouraged to attend,

so please also inatyour families and friendsDinner tickets are required for attendance and are
being sold for $25 per persoRlease also help us with a successful auction by donating items or
services you can offer or soliciting businesses you know for their donatduthsPROCEEDS

WILL GO TO OUR BROTHER GRAND KNIGHT MICHAEL HAUGEN.

Father Michael J. McGivney brought men together in Christ in 1882 to render financial aid to
members and their families in times of ne@&lease answer the call now by making this a
sucessful event.

For more information please call Brother Jack McCoy at&2&, Brother Dan Norman at 240
9371, or me at 529265 for tickets or more informatierChris Clasby




2009 State Convention







Montana Knights Website
The website for the Montana State Knights of Columbstips//www.montanaknights.orgThe
webmaster is Randy Harand his email addss isandy@sfolife.net Go to the website to seq
what 6s going on i n Mont an aslavailafldorgdyorkinei g ht 0
Councils must submit the name and email address of the Grand Knighihandial Secretary
to Marty Beattymnmbt@attglobal.netwh o wi | | receive an ema
Visions newsletter Material to be included in the newsletter can also be submitted to

mnmbt@attglobal.netSend articles and pictures of What

publish the information in the newsletter. Grand Knights, Financial Secretaries and Distrig
Deputies are asked to appoint a Knighovaan print and bring the newsletter to Council
meetings. Anyone can read the current newslettett@{/www.montanaknights.org
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